Frankly Scarlet, I Don’t Give a Damn Chapter

of The Red Hat Society

Our history in the making

June 2003 to June 2004
June 21, 2003

Our initial meeting was on June 21, 2003.  It was held at Borders Books and Music Store in the Gateway Shopping Mall on Danbury Road in Wilton, CT.  We met in the café and 26 ladies of Wilton and surrounding towns arrived ready to find out about the much heard about Red Hat Society.  We were served teas, coffee and various baked goods by our hosts at the bookstore.  At this meeting we sat a small tables and talked for quite a while as we got acquainted.  Our founder, Anne Richards, read the famous poem by Jenny Joseph, Warning.  Members then decided on what the newly formed chapter would be called and various names were bantered about until we finally settled on the name you see above.  We all introduced ourselves and told a little bit about our particular interests.  There was much enthusiasm and excitement as we talked and discovered we all had different things in which we were interested.

July 2003

We next met in July on the 19th at the brand new bakery in town called Michelina’s, the Sweetest Bakery in town.  We met outside on their patio and sat in a circle so that we could talk and tell our names and a little about each of us.  Anne, the Queen Bee and Shirley M. Lewis put on a little skit about hats.  We were served Smoothies, teas, coffees, and various wonderfully baked goods.  The weather was perfect for the gathering.  Many of the new members received their membership cards in a lovely envelope created by Anne and Beth Ann Morgan.

August 2003

In August we met two times.  We went the home of Barbara and Pierre Cooley for a pool party but it was rather cool and rainy.  They have a wonderful home full of treasures from their many ventures around the world.  We had delicious sandwiches, cookies and tea as we enjoyed the ambiance of their lovely home.

Also in August on the 16th we carpooled and drove north to Sherman, CT to attend a variety of fairs held there each year.  We had lunch at the American Pie Company at the intersection of 39 and 37 in Sherman.  We, of course, had dessert first and then could not eat our lunches.  We went to a Pottery show put on by the Connecticut Potters, where many of us found many delightful pieces and bought them.  We went to “town” where there was a book and barn sale at the library and an art show at the school.  There were lots of treasures and lots of books to choose from.  We then drove to the White Silo for a wine tasting and art exhibition with some very beautiful quilts, photography and metal sculptures.  We finished our day in Sherman at the local school that had art from many local artists in all types of media.  A very busy day with lots of good buys to bring home.  All the time it looked like it might rain any minute but it did not until we arrived back in Wilton and then it poured.

September 2003

In September on the 13th we planned a safari.  Not to Africa but to Connecticut’s only zoo, the Beardsley Zoo in Bridgeport.  The day looked like rain on and off but we seemed to avoid most of the raindrops.  We carpooled there and had lunch at Vazzy’s Restaurant in the Beardsley Park Plaza and the food was delicious but overwhelming.  It was very good but just too much to eat in one sitting.  Since it began to rain hard when we finished lunch we decided to go for ice cream and visit the bakery in the shopping mall.  As soon as we finished the ice cream the rain stopped and we ventured to the zoo.  We were met there by a reporter and a photographer who toured the zoo with us snapping us every step of the way.  We saw wolves, bear, tigers, antelope, llamas, otters, and various other animals.  The best part was when we arrived at the antique carousel and museum of carousel horses.  We got to ride the carousel for free since we looked smart and were wearing red hats.  As we rode the merry-go-round, a photographer snapped us every time we went around.  The following Tuesday we appeared on the front page of the Norwalk and Stamford Advocate and the Greenwich Times too.  WOW!  As we were leaving it really began to rain and we were glad that we had carried our umbrellas with us throughout the zoo.

October 2003

In October the group experienced something totally different.  In conjunction with the Weston Music School, we helped to present a concert with an accomplished guitarist and an expert pianist.  Our primary function was to provide food for the reception following the concert.  Many new members attended and joined.  It was held at the Episcopal Church in Weston on Lyons Plains Road.  We worked in conjunction with Genevieve Brings and her husband Mr. Brings.  We did most of the publicity but the Music School provided the information.  Everyone brought many delicious desserts but one stood out as the best.  It was a recipe that Joan Francis made with saltines and chocolate chips.  YUM!

November 2003

November was handled entirely by Pamela Gillmor.  She made arrangements for the group to go to Newtown to                          for lunch and then to a shop called          owned by a Red Hat Society queen.  They had a delightful time and a very good lunch from what I hear.  In December many wore what they purchased at the shop.

December 2003

December found us at the beautiful home of Jeannie Stolting of Wilton for a Holiday party.  Everyone brought some food to share and there was no lack for something good to eat and a present for a gift exchange.  It was great fun and everyone went home full of the holiday spirit.  Thank you Jeannie for a wonderful afternoon holiday tea party.

January 2004

In January we went to Darien to a darling tearoom and antiques shop called T-Party and Antiques.  There were 15 of us and we thoroughly enjoyed the teas and goodies that were served.  The owner took pictures of us and sent them to us and they appear on our website.  www.franklyscarlet.org  The shop is half a tea room and then antiques upstairs and in the entry way.  Eight vendors have sections of the store.  Everyone had a lovely time and many thanks to Agnes Tagunova who made all the arrangements for our wonderful and at the last minute could not even come.

February 2004 

February found us at the lovely Silvermine Tavern for lunch in our private room.  Ruth Ipe was kind to make all the arrangements for lunch and for a special tour of Silvermine Guild of Artists following a delightful lunch.  Silvermine is considered by many as the most prestigious guild of artists in the state of CT.  We were very honored to have one of the docents show us around and proud of our hostess for the day, Ruth Ipe, who is a member of the Silvermine Guild of Artists.

March 2004

In blustery March we went to Ambrosia’s Restaurant on River Road in Norwalk and had a delicious lunch of appetizers, soup, salad of our choice and dessert and coffee/tea.  Our orchestra of kazoos, clappers and shakers was organized and we serenaded those in the restaurant, mostly the help, to a rousing rendition of  “You are my Sunshine”.  We rendezvoused at Lockwood Mathews Mansion near the turnpike with others who were unable to make it to lunch and had a wonderful tour of the huge mansion that was recently used as the men’s headquarters in the revival of the movie, “The Stepford Wives”.  The tour was extremely interesting especially seeing the changes that Paramount did to help with renovations of the old mansion.  Thank you Judy Hinkle for being our hostess for such an historical tour and a tasty lunch

April 2004

The White Lilac Tearoom in Stratford is a totally lovely place to have lunch or afternoon tea or both.  A small group of us traveled to Stratford and decided to have lunch instead of high tea.  The room was decorated so pretty and the server was delightful.  We laughed and giggled and carried on with much glee.  Irene Mellish was our “hostess with the mostest” for this delightful afternoon.  We had salads and all kinds of cooling teas.  Following lunch one of my friends, Gil Ferrera from Trumbull, who happened to be there took a picture of us in the Tearoom.  We also took pictures outside in the bright sunlight.  Then we went to a knit shop just behind the tearoom and I and several others bought some nice wools to make scarves and mittens and sweaters.  Thank you Irene for a wonderful afternoon of fun and fellowship.

May 2004

Devil’s Den in Weston was the site to be at on May 15th.  Eleanor Sasso led those attending on a wonderful walk to the lake where they had lunch.  Sorry I was unable to come but I had to work.  Eleanor came prepared for all types of happenings including a hat that had screening on it to keep away Mayflies.  Bug spray and walking shoes were the items of importance that day.  The walk was very pleasant and everyone who went enjoyed the afternoon.  Thank you Eleanor for getting us up and walking with nature all around.

And that brings us today, June 17, 2004, as we celebrate at the Red Barn in Westport, just one year since The Red Hat Society came to Wilton with the chapter, Frankly Scarlet, I Don’t Give a Damn.  There are now 25,000 chapters throughout the United States and in 19 countries.  In Fullerton, CA they estimate that there must be about 1,000,000 members in the Red Hat Society.  Just think, WE are in that special class of people.

There were lots of terrific memories this year and there were lots of wonderful people that joined our band.  Check out our website www.franklyscarlet.org and see some of the things we did and look at the scrapbook that is here tonight for you to look at and see what we did too.  Thank you everyone for all you did to make it such a successful year for our first year.  I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I did and has renewed her membership.  Let’s all hope that next year, starting right now, is just as exciting and fun as our first year was, and it might be even better.  Stick with me gals and we will have some really good times.

To all my Red Hat friends,

Anne Richards

Queen Bee
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