Minutes of AHSOW General Meeting

Wilkinson Room, Galt House — Louisville, KY

Saturday, July 3, 2004 — 9:00 a.m.

Officers present:  Bob Coant (Corporate Secretary), Toban Dvoretzky (President), Earle Holt (Manager of Publicity & Promotion), Noah Morrison (Education Manager/East), Glenn Schilberg (Information Manager); Rod Sparks (Treasurer, on speakerphone).

Members present:  Jack Baird, John Cooper, Jimm Cox, Bill Davidson, Al Fisk, Noah Funderburg, John Gonzalez, Tom Millot, Stanley Mills, Sam Nese, David Rislove.

Meeting called to order by President Dvoretzky at 9:00 a.m.  

Dvoretzky announced that a quorum was established. 

Earle Holt led “Down Mobile.”

Dvoretzky made some housekeeping announcements, including the availability of copious handouts.

Schilberg explained the new dues-collection procedure through the Society headquarters and how positive this will be for AHSOW.  He stated that there was a one-time fee of $2,400 for programming this (60 hours @ $40/hour) with an additional 2 hours needed to finish it up with some special modules specifically for AHSOW.  Scott Hoge and Geri Sorenson have done this especially for us, and anyone who works in the IT field knows that these prices are an absolute “steal.”

We currently have 1286 members with another 23 new member from the Louisville convention to be added.  There were also 3 reinstated members added at this convention for a total of 1312 members.

A moment of silence was held for these members who passed away during the first half of 2004:  Ken Fletcher (WA), Val Hicks (UT), Ben Loftsgaard (CA), Royal Rollins Jr. (FL), and John Smith (MI).

Financial Report:  Treasurer Sparks stated in his printed report that our cash reserves stand at $23,774.02.

Publicity:  Earle Holt reported the following:

· Photos in The Harmonizer included the youngest member to qualify on all 4 parts

· Woodshedding done at the Society Roadshows

· A possible win for “Gotcha!” with all 4 members as AHSOW members would make them the highest-level quartet in AHSOW and would make a great press release.

· Society staff man Reed Sampson qualified this week, which also made all 4 members of “Harmony” (2001 Senior Champs) AHSOW members.

Member Services:  Noah Morrison (for Tom Wiener) reported on the desire to standardize the AHSOW-room experience around the country.  Noah also asked everyone to sign the get-well cards on the table for Bruce Brann and Bob Bokman.
New Bylaws:  Coant briefly explained the changes and asked everyone to read through the 26 changes.  He also reported on the vote tally (below).

Dvoretzky asked Coant to report on the Board’s vote on Tuesday regarding whether to amend the AHSOW Bylaws.  Coant reported that 9 votes were cast  (8 yes votes, 1 no vote – carried).

Millot questioned item # 11 of the Bylaws changes.  He wanted to know if Dvoretzky’s Spring 2003 trip to MAD was budgeted and necessary.  Dvoretzky explained that the MAD DEC position was in transition and that room coverage would have been inadequate without outside reinforcement.  There is much work being done to recruit more AHSOW people for MAD and all other districts for this reason.

Millot asked why there was no mention of the work that he did at the Baltimore Woodshed Weekend.  Dvoretzky responded that the member inducted there was publicized.  Millot asked if he, as CSD ADEC, was not doing a good enough job that he was not informed of an outside visit to the 2004 CSD Fall Convention.  Dvoretzky responded that discussions were completely preliminary at this stage.  Millot next asked: “What about the control of the budget?”  Dvoretzky explained that CSD DEC Dick Richards was informed of the President’s potential presence in CSD and was thoroughly in favor of it. Again, he was trying to fulfill a request for a visit from the DEC, who had been requesting outside assistance for a full year.

Cox urged Millot to serve on the PR committee, to which Millot said: “I’d have to think about that.”  Dvoretzky reported that the 2003 MAD trip was very fruitful, with 10 new AHSOW members inducted, and great sales of merchandise.

President Dvoretzky asked Secretary Coant to announce the results of the elections to the body:

(238 total votes    e-mail  183,  snail mail   55)

Nominating Committee’s Slate = 158

Floor Slate = 79

Neither Slate = 1.

Dvoretzky announced that Dick Richards (Director of Commerce), Casey Parker (Logistics VP/West), and Joseph Schlesinger (Bulletin Editor) were going off the Board, and that Mark Hotchkiss, Jeff Click, and Howdy Davis were the newly elected Directors slated to be appointed by the Board to those respective Officer positions.  He mentioned that the position of Immediate Past President had been abolished at the Tuesday Board meeting due to the passage of the new Bylaws, and he noted John Plazek’s many years of service.

Dvoretzky announced our first two-time “Idea-Hamster” Award recipient, Glenn Schilberg, who received a framed certificate.

New Business:

Dvoretzky asked Coant (as a current Society Board Member) to explain the implications that the much-talked-about “Society name change” might have on AHSOW.  Coant explained that there really was no change at all.  This was already passed in July 2002 at the Portland Convention and this week’s deliberations were only to “reaffirm” what was voted on in Portland two years prior.  To explain further, Coant said that the Society Board did NOT change (or will ever change) the official Society name of SPEBSQSA, Inc.  We only adopted the name “Barbershop Harmony Society” for all chapters and subsidiaries of the Society to use for PR purposes.  This is basically a “DBA” only and will have no implications, legal or otherwise, for any Society chapter or subsidiary, including AHSOW.  Funderburg, a member of the Society Laws & Regulations Committee, confirmed this.

Motion to adjourn by Fisk.  Holt led us in “My Little Girl.”  Meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.

